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Dear Caregivers: 
 
At the May 2006 AGM, when I became President, the following motion was 
brought forward by Executive Committee member Jan Chapman on behalf 
of the Board. 

 
01/AGM/06:MSC: (Jan Chapman) The BCFFPA Board of Directors develop a 
Foster Parents Bill of Rights and legislate those rights. Carried 
 
We are delighted to announce the signing of the Foster Parent’s Rights 
document between your Federation and the Minister of Children and Family 
Development on October 29, 2009.  The document was signed in the 
Minister’s office with MLA Mr. Harry Bloy in attendance.  Heather Bayes and 
I were called to Victoria for this event.  We were introduced to the legislature 
by Minister Mary Polak.  During the house sitting, MLA Harry Bloy rose to 
speak in recognition of the great work by all foster parents.  A copy of the 
Hansard report is included in this newsletter.  Heather and I would like to 
extend our heartfelt thanks to the Minister for her hospitality. 
 
The Foster Parent’s Rights document was the culmination of many hours of 
work, over many years, by your board and especially the persistent efforts 
of our Vice President, Heather Bayes who initially drafted the Rights 
document two years ago when she accepted the task of working to resolve 
the many challenges that were encountered during the genesis of this 
historical paper. 
I would also like to thank the Ministry staff and Wayne Matheson, for their 
efforts in making this event possible during Foster Parents appreciation 
month.   
 
As we move into the wonderful holiday season, just a reminder that it can 
bring out many anxieties in the youth and children that are in our care.   Be 
especially sensitive to their needs during this special time of the year as 
they long for their birth families and traditions.   
 
Happy Holidays! 
 
Sincerely, 
Melanie Filiatrault 
 



Publication of this InfoLetter has been made  
possible through  funding  from:  

 
The Ministry of Children and Family Development 

 
Thank you to all who provided input into this 

edition 
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BCFFPA Board of 
Directors 

 
 

  President 

  Melanie Filiatrault—Kelowna 
 

  Vice President 
Heather Bayes—Enderby 

   
 A/ Secretary 

  Louise Dol-Port Alberni 
 

  Treasurer 
  Les Toth—Port Alberni 

 
  Vancouver Coastal Delegate 

  Peter Dueck—Vancouver 
 

  Fraser Delegate 
  Debbie Drewitz—Burnaby 

 
  Interior Delegate 

  Marcie Perron—Kelowna 
 

  North Delegate 
  Sherrie Jones—Pouce Coupe 

 
  Vancouver Island Delegate 

  Sheila Davis—Nanaimo 

 
CFFA  Appointed Delegate 

Sheila Davis—Nanaimo 
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Publications Mail Agreement  #  40889526 
 
Return undeliverable Canadian addresses to: 

 
BCFFPA 

 
207-22561 Dewdney Trunk Road 

 
Maple Ridge BC, V2X 3K1 

 
E-mail:  bcffpa@istar.ca 

What is the BCFFPA doing for YOU? 
 
The Provincial BCFFPA is currently addressing  the following issues with 
the Ministry of Children and Family Development. 
 

• Increase in coverage under the Rider Insurance 

• Idea and Information forums in Regions 

• Legal Action Fund start up 

• Caregiver Support Service Standards  

• Participation in the Foster Parent Education Program and  Retention 
and Recruitment Strategies Provincial Working Groups 

• Discussion with MCFD with regard to the reinstatement of the 
Support Worker and Advocacy Program and a/or a Foster and Birth 
Family Support Program 

• “Rights of Foster Parents” now in place 
• Clarification from EI regarding what constitutes income 

 

NEW EXTENDED HEALTH OPTIONS 

FOR MEMBERS ONLY !!! 
 

BCFFPA Group 
Dental and Extended Health Plan 

 
The BC Federation of Foster Parent Associations is pleased to 
be able to offer choices in group dental and extended health 

plans to current members of the organization and their families.   
 

In order to purchase these services, individuals must hold a 
valid membership in the association, which will be verified prior 

to policy delivery. 
 

Please visit our web site at: 
www.bcfosterparents.ca 
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CHECK OUT www.fosterchildren.ca for information about the latest IDEA FORUMS 
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