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MelanieFiliatrault

President

BC Federation of Foster Parent Associations
200 7342 Winston St

Burnaby BCV5A2H1
Dear Ms. Filiatrault:

We arewriting to update you on two recently announced changesin ministry responsibilitiesthat may be
of significanceto the personsyour organization supports.

On June 23, 2008, the Honourable Gordon Campbell, Premier, announced changesin the provincial
Cabinet. Responsibilitiesfor servicesfor childrenwith specia needs currently provided by

Community Living British Columbia(CLBC) will move back to the Ministry of Children and

Family Development (MCFD). Asyou know, some servicesto children wereincluded in the mandate of
CLBC when it was established in July 2005.

Over thelast threeyears, government hasreceived significant input from familieswho believethat the
division of responsibility for servicesto children with special needsand their familiesisconfusingandis
not responsive to the needs of families. Families, service providers, and the Representative for Children
and Y outh have expressed concerns about how current servicesfor children and youth with special needs
arestructured.

MCFD iscommitted to enhancing and improving the system of support for children and youth with
specia needsand their familiesor caregivers. By placing responsibility for these serviceswiththe MCFD,
rather than dividing responsibility with CLBC, we expect to makeit easier for familiesto get theright
services at the right timefor themselvesand for their children. In addition, MCFD responsibility for
serviceswill better enableintegration of servicesbetween provincial ministries, including MCFD, Health
and Education. MCFD will approach thiswork in consultation with CLBC in order to ensure minimum
disruption and a so build on good practice and innovative responsesto family’ s needsthat familieswould
want to continue.

Government al so recognizestheincreased need to coordinate servicesfor vulnerable adults, including
those not eligiblefor CLBC adult services. The new Ministry of Housing and Social Devel opment
(MHSD) has been created to better enable government to identify and respond to the needs of this
population and provide them with the necessary supportsto live as safely and asindependently as possible
inthe community. CLBC servicesto adultsareacritical component of that range of supportsand having

CLBC report to the MHSD will better enable an integrated approach to servicesfor vulnerable adults.
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MCFD and MHSD will work closely to assist in successfully transitioning youth with special needsto
effective adult supports. That will include transitioning to adult community living supports, where
eligible.

In the coming weeks, MCFD will beworking closely with CLBC to ensure services are not disrupted
asresponsibilitiesfor children’ sservicestransfer to theministry. Servicestoindividual childrenand
their familieswill be thefocus.

Please contact usif any further clarification regarding these changesisrequired. Thank you for the
ongoing support your organi zation providesfor those who provide carefor children and youth with
specia needs. Welook forward to continuing to work with you.

Sincerely
Tom Christensen Rich Coleman
Minister of Childrenand Minister of Housing and
Family Devel opment Socia Development
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